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Format: noun stem + noun stem >> noun stem
Ex.  uttama +purisa >> uttamapurisa
Note: -Herea noun stem as a member of a compound can be an ordinary

noun, a pronoun, a numeral, a primary or secondary derivative --- anything except

conjugated verbs.

- Ifanoun stem ending in - @sis any member but the last of a compound, the ending as
is changed into o.
Exmanas + dhatu >> manodhatu
Note on Abbreviations
In the following sections, different types of Pali compounds would be described using
special notations. A brief overview of the symbols used and their usage should be given here.
Capital letterssuch as A, B, C, etc., are used to denote different noun stems
referring to different entities.
- Identical letterswith different subscriptssuch as, A, Amod, are used to denote
different noun stems of identical content, i.e., those referring to the same entity.
- Subscripts are used to denote the type of the noun stem concerned.

- Subscripts used:

com. = standard of comparison dir. =direction (east, etc.)
ind. =indeclinable (prefixes included) mod. = modifier
num=numeral sub=substantive



a. Kammadharaya (Adjectival Compounds)
In this type, two different noun stems having identity of contentare combined into a
single noun and the whole compound follows the last memberin case, gender and number.
1" Amod + Asub >> Aqw (sense, gender & number)
Amod >> A (Identity relation)
Trs.: "Agw, Which is Aped"
22 Aab tAmed > Agp (sense) Amod (gender & number)
Amod  >> Aqwp (Identity relation)
Trs.: "Agw, Which is Apod”
3.3 Amodt + Aoz >> A (sense, gender & number)
Amedl >> A (Identity relation)
Aoz >> Aq (Identity relation)
Trs.: "Agw, which is both Anoqi and A moan"
44 Aap T Acom  >> A (sense, gender & number)
Acom  >> A (Fgurativeidentity relation)
Trs.: "Asw, Which is Z#&e Acon"
55A +7  +B > B (sense, gender & number)
(A+22) >>  B(Identityrelation)
Trs.: "B, which takes place by way of A"
Note: the indeclinable /#is dropped in the resulting compound.
65A +eva +B  >> B (sense, gender & number)

(A+eva) > B Emphasizedidentity relation)

Y visesana-pubbapada

2 visesanuttarapada

3 visesanobhayapada

S upamanutiarapada

3 sambhavandpubbapada
S avadharapapubbapada



Trs.: "B, which is really / only A"
Note: the indeclinable erzis dropped in the resulting compound.
72Ama +Aw>>  Agp (sense, gender & number)
Aing >> Ay (identity relation)
Trs.: "Agw, which is Ajg"
b. Digu (Numeral Compounds)

It is a special type of Kawwnadiarayacompound; its characteristic is that the first
member of the compound must be a cardinal numeral It is classified into two types ---
samatara (collective) and asamia/iara (individual).

AwmtAw  >>  Aw (Sense)

(If samatuara, neutral gender & Singular number)
(If asamdihira, gender and number of Aqy)
Apm  >> Aqw (Identity relation)
Trs.: "Asw, which is Apum"
c. Tappurisa (Dependent Determinative Compounds)

In this type, two noun stems of different contentare combined into a single one. The
first member is related to the second in one of six relations, namely, accusazive, instrumental,
dative, ablative, genitiveand locative.

A +B >> B (sense, gender & number)

A >> B (accusariverelation) Trs.: "BtoA"

A >> B (zustrumentalrelation) Trs.: "Bwith/byA"
A >> B (aazsverelation) Trs.: "BforA"

A >> B (@blativerelation) Trs.: "BfromA"

A >>  B( gemiverelation) Trs.: "BofA"

A >> B (/ocativerelation) Trs.: "Bat/on/inA"

2 padjpubbapada / funipdatapubbapada



Sometimes, the first member has a case ending, which indicates its relation to the last
one.

Again, the format is reversed at times but the resulting sense, etc. is not changed. In
such a case, the first member usually is a prefix or an indeclinable.'

B +A >> B(sense, gender & number)

Relations and translations are the same as above.
d. Abyayibhava ( Adverbial Compounds)

In this type ---

1. The first member is a prefix or an indeclinable.

2. The first member is related to the second in one of seven relations, namely,

nominalive, accusative, mstrumental, dative, ablative, genrtivand locative.

Aing B >> A(sense, mneutral gender & singular number)
B >> A (nominativerelation) Trs.: "EveryA",etc.
B >> A (accusativerelation) Trs.: "AtoB"

B >> A (znstrumentalrelation) Trs.: "Awith/byB"
B >> A (daziverelation) Trs.: "AforB"

B >> A (ablativerelation) Trs.: "AfromB"

B >> A (gemitiverelation) Trs.: "AofB"

B >> A (locativerelation) Trs.: "Aat/on/inB"
e. Dvanda (Copulative / Aggregative Compounds)
Here two or more members of different contentare combined into a compound. It
has two types --- sazuz/uara (collective) and asamuz/iara (individual).
A+B+--—-  >> AB---(sense)
(If samiatiara, neutral gender & Singular number)

(If asamdahara, gender and number of the last member)

2 alutta-lappurisa
Y amadi-tappurisa



A >> C (the same relation to another word in the given context)
B >> C(.ibid)
Ex.  "AB goes" means "A goes and B goes too".
Trs. "AandB"
f. Bahubbihi (Relative Compounds)
Here two members of the same or different contentare combined to mean
something otherthan the members themselves.
1." Amoa + Ay >> B (sense, gender, number)
Amod  >> A (Identity relation)
B >> A o (1) Asw (accusative, instrumental, dative, ablative, genitiver
locativerelation)
Trs. "The one having A, Which is Amed "
2:A +B > C(sense,gender,number)

A >> B accusative, instrumental, dative, ablative, genitiver locative

relation)
C >> B (accusative, instrumental, dative, ablative, genitiver locative
relation)
IfA > B (accusariverelation) Trs.:"The one having Bto A"
A > B (znstrumentalrelation) Trs.:" The one having B with / by A"
A > B (aarsiverelation) Trs."Theonehaving B forA"
A > B (at/lativerelation) Trs." The one having B from A"
A > B (geniziverelation) Trs.:" The one having B of A"
A >>  B( /ocawverelation) Trs. "TheonehavingBat/on/inA"
33 safa+A >> B(sense, gender & number)

Y dvipadatulyadhikarapa
2 dvipadablimnadiiifarapa
3 satapubbapada



[Note: sa/xz> sa when followed by a consonant, i.e., of the second member]
A >> C (the same relation to another word in the given context)
B >> C(.ibid)
Trs. "One having A with it / him / her"
Ex.  "B,whois sa/aA, goes" means " B goes with A, i.e., B goes and A goes too".
42 (A + B)om >>  C(sense, gender, number)
A >> B( gemirverelation)
c > B genitiverelation)
Trs. "One having B, which is like B of A"
52 Awm  TBum >> (A wum O Buum)
(sense, gender & number of the noun it qualifies
Ex. "chappafica" means " six or five".
6.4 Agir  +Bar >> (the ordinal point between A i or Bai)
(sense, gender & number of the noun it qualifies
Ex. "pubbadakkhina" means "south-west".
g. Negative Compounds
Here, the first member is the indeclinable NVa of negative sense. It has two types.
15 Va+A >> non-A (gender & number ofA)
Trs. "One, which is not A or which is opposite to A or which is other than A
or which is similar to A."
25 Na+A > B (sense, gender & number)

Trs. "One which does not have A"

2 upamanapubbapada

3 sariffyyobhava

4 disantaralaitha

5 nanjpatapubbapada-kammadiiaraya
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